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Medical News: Genetic bar code
a clue in child brain tumor origin

Washington People: Kathryn M. Diemer,
M.D., helps prevent diseases of the bone

Out of Africa: Exiled Somalian
novelist comes to campus
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Memories prepare
us for the future
BY GERRY EVERDING

WaterleSS rowing An enthusiastic crowd urges on Arts & Sciences sophomore Jake Galgon
(center) at the St. Louis Indoor Rowing Championships Feb. 3 in Francis Gym. Washington University Crew and the St. Louis Rowing Club host the annual competition, which has averaged more
than 100 participants in each of the past 12 years. Three high schools participated, as did universities from Missouri and Illinois. The University swept the collegiate events, with most team members
setting personal records. Galgon, who comes from a rowing family, was stricken with Lyme disease
in high school. He took second in the collegiate men's novice 2,000-meter timed race.

Human memory, the ability to
recall vivid mental images of
past experiences, has been
studied extensively for more than
100 years. But until recently,
there's been surprisingly little
research into cognitive processes
underlying another form of mental time travel — the ability to
clearly imagine oneself participating in a future event.
Now, University researchers
have used advanced brain imaging techniques to show that remembering the past and envisioning the future may go hand
in hand, with each process sparking strikingly similar patterns of
activity within precisely the same
broad network of brain regions.
"In our daily lives, we probably spend more time envisioning
what we're going to do tomorrow
or later on in the day than we do

remembering, but not much is
known about how we go about
forming these mental images of
the future," said Karl Szpunar,
lead author of the study and a
psychology doctoral student in
Arts & Sciences. "Our findings
provide compelling support for
the idea that memory and future
thought are highly interrelated
and help explain why future
thought may be impossible without memories."
Published Jan. 9 in the Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences, the study sheds new
light on how the human mind relies on the vivid recollection of
past experiences to prepare itself
for future challenges, suggesting
that envisioning the future may
be a critical prerequisite for many
higher-level planning processes.
Study co-authors are Kathleen
McDermott, Ph.D., associate
See Memory, Page 6

Post-Wall art featured Drivers with dementia is topic
BY LIAM OTTEN

Since the fall of the Berlin Wall
in November 1989, Germany
has re-emerged as a potent intellectual and creative center within the international art world.
From Feb. 9-April 29, the
Kemper Art Museum presents
"Reality Bites: Making Avantgarde Art in Post-wall Germany," the first thematic museum exhibition to examine how
contemporary artists have dealt
with the social, economic and
political ramifications of German unification.
"Reality Bites" was conceived
and organized by Sabine Eckmann, Ph.D., museum director
and chief curator. It is the first
major loan show in the museum's new facilities, which were
dedicated in October.
In all, "Reality Bites" will feature approximately 70 artworks
created since 1989, by both Ger-

man artists and international
figures living in Germany.
The vast majority of the artworks have never been exhibited
in the United States. They range
from video and photography to
sculpture, installation, assemblage and new media art.
Artists consist of Franz Ackermann; Kutlug Ataman; Cosima von Bonin; Sophie Calle;
Tacita Dean; Thomas Demand;
Bernhard Garbert; Isa Genzken;
Beate Gutschow; Rudolf Herz;
Sabine Hornig; Christian
Jankowski; Andre Korpys and
Markus Loffler; Ulrike Kuschel;
Eva Leitolf; Via Lewandowsky;
Michel Majerus; Mariele Neudecker; Olaf Nicolai; Marcel
Odenbach; Manfred Pernice;
Daniel Pflumm; rude_architecture (Gesa Gliick, Tobias Neumann and Friedrich von Borries);
Silke Schatz; Gregor SchneiSee Art exhibit, Page 6

of health providers workshop
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Researchers at the Alzheimer's Disease Research
Center (ADRC) at the School of Medicine and
elsewhere have developed a three-hour workshop
that trains health-care providers to identify potentially unsafe drivers with dementia
and to encourage appropriate
retirement from driving.
"We don't want to give the
message that older drivers are always unsafe, because that's just not
the case," said Thomas M. Meuser,
Ph.D., research associate professor
of neurology. "But there are
health-related changes associated
with aging, including Alzheimer's Meuser
disease and other forms of dementia, that impair medical fitness to drive."
In a recent issue of Gerontologist, Meuser and his
colleagues reported on the effects of their workshop
after presentations to health professionals in seven
Missouri locations, including a number of rural
cities with large elderly populations. The presenta-

tions were organized with assistance from local
chapters of the Alzheimer's Association and other
groups.
"We found a significant change in the willingness
of participants to ask their patients questions about
driving and to document findings and concerns in
the medical record," Meuser said. "There was a real
sense among participants that yes, there is something
that I can do."
Debate is ongoing about when in the progression
of dementia a patient becomes ineligible to drive.
Most states, including Missouri, do not have specific
prohibitions in this regard, but all states allow health
professionals and others to report persons perceived
as medically unfit to drive due to dementia or other
conditions. In 2001, the American Academy of Neurology recommended that persons diagnosed with
mild dementia stop driving for reasons of personal
and public safety.
WUSTL physicians use the Clinical Dementia Rating (CDR) interview to determine the level of dementia-related impairment. The ratings are based
on a scale of 0 to 3, with 0 being normal and 3 repreSee Driving, Page 6

Olin Cup business competition awards $90,000
BY SHULA NEUMAN

Three early stage companies got
a leg up after winning the annual Olin Cup competition. The
firms received commitments for
funding and mentoring support at
the Olin Cup Awards Ceremony
Feb. 1 at the John M. Olin School
of Business. The three were selected from a group of seven finalists,
culled from 25 entries.
The top prize of $50,000 went
to medical-device company NeuroLife Noninvasive Solutions. Two
other companies each received
$20,000 in funding: Senetric,
which developed software to reduce the cost of radio-frequency
identification sensor networks,
and Smart DNA Solutions, which
offers affordable genetic testing.

The total of $90,000 was the highest award ever given.
The $5,000 student award
went to Peter K. Braxton, an
MBA candidate and chief marketing officer of NeuroLife.
NeuroLife is the brainchild of
Peter's brother, Ernest E. Braxton,
M.D., the company's chief scientific officer.
NeuroLife's medical device
solves a high-cost problem for
physicians, hospitals and insurers
by providing a non-invasive instrument to measure intracranial
pressure (ICP), a critical metric
by which neurosurgeons and
other physicians treat patients at
risk for brain damage and death.
Current standards of care require
surgery to measure ICP, placing
patients at risk for infection,

bleeding and brain damage. NeuroLife's technology exploits the
close anatomic relationship between the eye and the brain to
measure ICP non-invasively, providing a faster, safer, easy-to-use
ICP-measurement product.
Mahendra R. Gupta, Ph.D.,
dean of the business school and
the Geraldine J. and Robert L. Virgil Professor of Accounting and
Management, said Olin Cup participants continue to amaze him
for their creativity and diversity.
"It's inspiring to see students,
alumni, faculty and community
members interacting," Gupta said
of the competition. "All those
elements spur creativity and energy as they launch these ventures. I
am gratified by the broad indusSee Olin Cup, Page 6

3 2201 20358 5142
MBA student Peter K. Braxton (left) shares the Olin Cup with
Daniel McChesney, chief executive of NeuroLife Noninvasive
Solutions, after their firm won the business competition Feb. 1.
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A.G. Edwards gift expands
entrepreneurial programs

Super party
Shanti Nagarkatti (left), Valerie
Toothman and her husband
Josh Toothman, all students
in the John M. Olin School of
Business, share snacks at the
Super Advertising Bowl Feb. 4
in the Charles F. Knight Executive Education Center. At
the event, marketing students
and faculty watched and critiqued the ads that aired during the Super Bowl and raised
funds for the Arthritis Foundation. An Anheuser-Busch
Cos. Inc. commercial featuring
comedian Carlos Mencia was
voted top ad. One of the owners of the firm that created the
ad, LatinWorks, is alumnus
Alejandro Ruelas (EMBA '95).

BY BARBARA REA

A.G. Edwards Inc., the St.
Louis-based national investment firm, will establish the
A.G. Edwards Visiting Professorship in Entrepreneurship at the
University, it was jointly announced by Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton and Robert L. Bagby,
chairman and chief executive
officer of A.G. Edwards.
The donation also will serve as
a matching grant to encourage
additional support for WUSTL's
numerous entrepreneurship initiatives, such as student businesses, course development, research,
and scholarships and internships.
"We are delighted that this
distinguished, nationally renowned firm has committed so
generously to the advancement of
entrepreneurship at Washington
University," Wrighton said. "The
professorship will provide a significant boost to our Universitywide initiative."
"This commitment to Washington University is another step
in our company's overall efforts
to enhance financial and economic education in our community," Bagby said. "The visiting
professorship will be a key component in the University's efforts
to promote and develop a strong
entrepreneurial culture across its
campus and educate future generations of entrepreneurs, both in
the St. Louis region and beyond."
The professorship will bring
leading scholars from around the
country for a concentrated time
period to teach, mentor, conduct
seminars, advise on curriculum
and engage in activities that will
include a broader reach to academic and business communities.
The A.G. Edwards professors
will be selected for their knowledge and expertise in key areas
such as curriculum, teaching, career services, research and technology transfer.
Just three years old, the entrepreneurship program at WUSTL
initially was powered by the generosity of Robert and Julie Skandalaris and gained Universitywide momentum with a major
grant from the Ewing Marion
Kauffman Foundation.
Because entrepreneurship efforts have taken hold throughout
the seven schools within the University, there is an increasing swell
of interest among faculty members and students for new programs to teach entrepreneurship
and also to establish startups that
blend disciplinary focuses with
business expertise.
Other key activities that are in
place to promote a strong entrepreneurial presence include: es-

"We are delighted that
this distinguished, »
nationally renowned
firm has committed so
generously to the
advancement of entrepreneurship at
Washington University."
MARK

S. WRIGHTON

tablishing a national volunteer
council that helps determine strategies to sustain the initiative; the
teaching of the subject by more
than 60 faculty members; offering
new courses that include elements
of entrepreneurship; creating collaborations between schools, especially in the burgeoning field of
social entrepreneurship; creating a
research center that provides competitive grants to fund faculty research projects that address the
subject; and supporting new student organizations for entrepreneurship to bring together likeminded students from all areas of
the University.
Many of these specific programs and startup businesses operate under the Skandalaris Center
for Entrepreneurial Studies in the
John M. Olin School of Business.
One of the most impressive examples of entrepreneurial collaboration is the Center for Research
on Innovation and Entrepreneurship, housed in the School of Law.
The center provides law students with unique opportunities
to work with intellectual property
(IP) counsel and give early stage
legal advice to innovators — both
within the University and in the
wider community.
Law students learn to collaborate in interdisciplinary experiential
learning activities with students
from the School of Medicine, the
business school, the Department of
Biomedical Engineering in the
School of Engineering & Applied
Science, the George Warren Brown
School of Social Work and in Arts
& Sciences. They also learn to provide IP and business formation
legal services to clients who might
otherwise not have access to competent legal counsel.
"All these developments are
critical in spreading entrepreneurial opportunities for faculty and
students; however, the A.G. Edwards Visiting Professorship in
Entrepreneurship will be the hallmark of the initiative, and its
matching grant will undoubtedly
create vital new support for the future," Wrighton said.

Team studies potential smart materials
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

They are not golfing, but
WUSTL researchers are putting together a different kind of
"foursome" in hopes of someday
developing smart materials called
biomimetics that mimic nature.
Amy Shen, Ph.D., assistant
professor of mechanical and
aerospace engineering, and colleague William F. Pickard, Ph.D.,
senior professor of electrical and
systems engineering, are collaborating with Michael Knoblauch,
Ph.D., of Washington State University, and Winfried S. Peters,
Ph.D., of Indiana University/Purdue University, to understand a
novel plant protein structure
called forisome.
Shen and Pickard are probing
the biomechanical properties of
the forisome, which, in a variety
of plants, responds to injury by
swelling up in reaction to an increase of calcium. The swelling of
the proteins within transport
cells protects the plant from
hemorrhaging nutrients. Once
the danger passes, the forisomes
go back to their original shapes.
The researchers' goal is to understand the system well enough
to enable future collaborators to
develop a chemically stable artificial forisome — a non-living system that can integrate functions
such as sensing, acting and logic
in response to external stimuli.
Such a smart material would be
biomimetic. One of the best examples of a natural system that
exhibits the behavior that researchers would like to synthesize
is the famed Venus Flytrap.
Forisome is particularly attractive as a biomimetic smart
material because, unlike most
protein motors, it is not dependent on adenosine triphosphate
for its activation, making it more
flexible.
Shen used a microfluidic de-

vice — a soft lithography system
of micro-channels embedded in
fluids, so small it fits in the palm
of a hand — to see how the forisome proteins would react to
changes in calcium, pH and the
hydrodynamic environment itself.
Shen and her collaborators
found that they easily could induce swelling, as well as reverse
the swelling, in the device —
more easily than other systems
previously used to study the proteins.
"We're interested in the kinetics of the forisome proteins,"
Shen said. "We wanted to see how
fast they change shape and also
their potential as a smart material. We intend to do other experiments that might reveal the durability and actuation kinetics of
forisomes."
Shen and her colleagues published their results in the July
2006 issue of Smart Structures
and Systems, An International
Journal. A separate paper also was
published on the prospective energy densities on forisome in
2006 in Materials Science and Engineering: C. Biomimetic and
Supramolecular Systems.
Shen designs microfluidic devices to study a wide variety of
complex fluids and how they behave hydrodynamically on a very
small scale — anything "hard to
see with the naked eye," she explained. "The devices are useful
for lots of applications, for making novel materials, drug delivery
and for studying the cellular and
neuronal growth. We're able to
observe interfacial phenomena
under a microscope."
Shen has performed research
for Procter & Gamble, for instance, to determine shelf life of
shampoos and hair conditioners.
If the company wants to blend a
certain type of shampoo with a
perfume, she instantaneously can
study the stability of the mixture

inside a microfluidic device under
the microscope.
Shen also is collaborating with
Lars Angenent, Ph.D., assistant
professor of chemical engineering,
on the behavior of methanogens
inside a microfluidic device by
imposing a concentration gradient to determine the optimal pH
level in which methanogens prefer
to grow. Their study can be applied in making microbial fuel
cells and biofuel cells.
Shen also is working with doctors in the School of Medicine to
see how cells and neurons behave
by guided channel design in the
microfluidic environment. This
may give better insight into how
neurons function and communicate.
In addition, she is making
monodispersed liquid crystal
droplets — which are the basis of
computer and TV screens — and
polymer solutions (with R. Sureshkumar, Ph.D., professor of
chemical engineering) inside the
microchannels.
"In general, microfluidic devices are pretty powerful," Shen
said. "You can study anything
from tiny droplets to mixing of
multiple fluids. What would take
months or years for macroscopic
systems can be done within seconds or minutes with microfluidic
devices. We often find in these environments that surface properties
and geometric confinement in liquid-liquid or liquid-gas systems
behave much differently than they
do in beakers or tanks."
And that's important in fabricating new materials for high-tech
applications, making sleek shampoos, drug delivery systems or just
improving ice cream or ketchup
texture.

To watch a video on this story,
visit news-info.wustl.edu/
tips/page/normal/8329.html.

Alumni & Development Programs welcomes Susan Plassmeyer and Gary Kornell
BY BARBARA REA

Two staff members have joined
Alumni & Development Programs. They are Susan Plassmeyer in the new position of
executive director of administration, and Gary Kornell as senior
director of development for Arts
& Sciences.
Plassmeyer's main responsibility is to serve as chief administrative officer for Alumni & Development Programs.
As such, she joined the senior
staff of David T. Blasingame, executive vice chancellor for Alumni & Development Programs, and
will manage and coordinate the
business aspects of the department's operations, including
overseeing and monitoring budgets, managing facilities where
alumni and development staff
work and developing and overseeing a Technology Advisory
Committee.
In addition, she will supervise

Plassmeyer

Kornell

the organizational development
and training of the department
and will be charged with developing and managing new initiatives,
such as mentoring and internship
programs.
"Susan brings an impressive
background of administrative
management to Washington University, and I know her expertise
will be invaluable in helping us
develop the administrative systems and procedures needed to
enhance the work of our alumni
and development team," Blasingame said.
Her extensive background

covers a range of management
experience. Plassmeyer held positions at the Chicago Transit
Authority (CTA) that included
executive vice president, chief of
staff for its president and general
manager of its real estate department.
Prior to joining the CTA, she
served as assistant vice president
for corporate and community
affairs at The First National
Bank of Chicago, as director of
marketing and operations at the
Environmental Law & Policy
Center's Chicago office and as
director of planning and budget
for administration and as interim director of the human resources department at the University of Chicago.
Plassmeyer earned a bachelor's degree from Northeast Missouri State University, now Truman State University, in 1986
and a master's degree in business
administration from the University of Chicago in 1990.

Kornell, formerly vice president for university advancement
at Nebraska Wesleyan University
in Lincoln, has joined the senior
staff of Pamella A. Henson, associate vice chancellor for Alumni
& Development Programs.
In this role, he is responsible
for providing fund-raising leadership for the College of Arts & Sciences.
He also oversees the development and implementation of
programs designed to engage Arts
& Sciences alumni and friends, as
well as increase support for Arts
& Sciences priorities, including
scholarships, research, faculty
programs and facilities.
In addition, he oversees development activities for University
Libraries and University College.
Kornell's position formerly
was held by interim director Jim
Hamlin, who has returned to his
permanent post as executive director of scholarship support.
"Gary has a highly successful

track record in development, and
was personally responsible for attracting Nebraska Wesleyan University's largest gift. I am confident he will provide excellent direction for Arts & Sciences in the
years to come," Blasingame said.
At Nebraska Wesleyan, Kornell
developed a major gifts program,
tripled the number of sevenfigure current gifts, quadrupled
board giving and put together the
first faculty-staff campaign that
enjoyed an 81 percent participation rate.
And as a former pastor for the
Old Stone Church in Cleveland,
Kornell managed a campaign that
raised more than $2.3 million,
implemented a new planned giving program and managed a successful annual giving program.
He has a bachelor's degree
from Baylor University ('67), a
master of divinity degree from
Vanderbilt University (71) and a
doctor of ministry degree from
Drew Theological School ('86).
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Marrah, Castanho co-direct Technology Management
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

M

Iichael T. Marrah, J.D., and
Bradley J. Castanho, Ph.D.,
have been named assistant
vice chancellors for research and
co-directors of the Office of
Technology Management (OTM)
at the School of Medicine.
Together, they bring expertise
in business, science and law to the
OTM, which is charged with
identifying University discoveries
that have commercial potential
and licensing them to private
companies where the technology
can be developed for the benefit
of the public.
Marrah, a skilled patent lawyer, and Castanho, a scientist with
extensive experience in commercial development of biotechnology products, have been interim
directors of the OTM since February 2006. Their complementary
backgrounds and dual leadership
role are expected to boost the
University's ability to move discoveries from the laboratory to
industry.
"The complex nature of the
Office of Technology Management, with its requirement for
business, scientific and legal expertise, lends itself quite well to
two leaders that together can
bring expertise in all three areas,"
said Samuel L. Stanley Jr., M.D.,

Marrah

Castanho

vice chancellor for research.
"Having Mike Marrah involved in our major deals from
the earliest stages is pivotal to
speeding the filing of patents and
the licensing of new technology
because it ensures that legal issues are dealt with while contracts are still being negotiated,"
Stanley added. "Additionally,
Brad Castanho has extensive experience in new business development, and this is becoming an
increasingly important component of what OTM does."
As co-directors, Marrah and
Castanho will oversee the creation of material transfer, confidentiality and research agreements that protect University intellectual property and the rights
of researchers to pursue innovative research. The leadership team
already has begun streamlining
many processes within OTM to
improve its customer service to
faculty members.

As part of its efforts to bring
University innovations to the
marketplace, OTM routinely enters into agreements with large
companies that operate globally.
But with new biotechnology firms
investing in the St. Louis region,
there are more opportunities to license technology to help build
Missouri- and Illinois-based companies. This includes the recent licensing to St. Louis companies of
University technology that rapidly
screens thousands of drugs for
their effectiveness against diabetes
and cancer and another discovery
that uses microscopic beads to deliver drugs that break up arteryclogging plaques.

Ken Janoski, president and
chief executive of BioGenerator,
a nonprofit St. Louis group
formed to spawn biotech companies from university research,
said the new appointments
will aid St. Louis start-up companies interested in University
technology.
Marrah earned a bachelor's
degree in microbiology from
Western Illinois University in
1991 and a law degree from
WUSTL in 1994. Before joining
the University's Office of General Counsel in 2005, Marrah was
a patent attorney in St. Louis,
first at Thompson Coburn and
then at Sonnenschein, Nath and

Rosenthal. He will retain his appointment in the general counsel's office.
Castanho earned a bachelor's
degree in biological sciences and
plant pathology in 1973 and a
doctorate in plant pathology in
1978, both from the University of
California, Davis. Before joining
the University in 2003, he worked
for Monsanto Co. for more than
20 years. In 2000, he helped
found STATIM Consulting LLC,
a St. Louis technology and business consulting company that
specializes in the development
and commercialization of innovative technologies in the plant
and life sciences.

Genetic fingerprints identify
origins of kids' brain tumors
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Genetic fingerprints that reveal
where a brain cell came from
remain distinct even after the
cell becomes a brain tumor, an
international coalition of scientists reported in the Feb. 1 issue
of Cancer Research.
The finding adds a layer of
complexity to the quest to understand the causes of childhood
brain cancers, according to senior author David H. Gutmann,
M.D., Ph.D., the Donald O.
Schnuck Family Professor of
Neurology and co-director of
the neuro-oncology program at
the Siteman Cancer Center.
"Our findings suggest that
brain tumors arising in different
regions may
be genetically
distinct as a
consequence
of their
unique cellular
origins," Gutmann said.
"This is yet
another factor
Gutmann
we need to
consider when
trying to understand how pediatric brain tumors form."
Researchers use information
about tumor origins to develop
new tests and treatments for the
tumors. Brain tumors are the
leading cause of cancer-related
death in children, and the most
common childhood brain tumor
is the pilocytic astrocytoma
(PA). About 15 percent of all
PAs are linked to neurofibromatosis 1 (NF1), a genetic condition that causes childhood
brain tumors and is a primary
focus of Gutmann's research.
However, the genetic basis for
the majority of PAs is unexplained.
In the new study, Gutmann
led six laboratories in the most
detailed genetic analysis of PAs
to date.
"We were hoping to identify

genes that contribute to the formation of these tumors and find
indicators that might help us predict which tumors will be relatively well-behaved and which
will be more aggressive," Gutmann said.
Previous studies have failed to
produce any solid leads on the
genetic alterations that predispose children to PAs.
"It should be recognized that
the genetic alterations in this
tumor may be very subtle," Gutmann said. "When we looked at
gene activity levels in the tumors
as a function of brain location,
though, a very interesting pattern
began to emerge."
Cells in different parts of the
brain carry the same genes, but
they also contain factors that
modify the use of those genes,
suppressing some genes and activating others to allow the cells
to take on specialized characteristics as the brain matures. These
changes in gene activity levels are
called changes in gene expression.
The researchers found that tumors arising in different regions
of the brain retain distinct patterns of gene expression. These
patterns provided genetic fingerprints or bar codes for the location of PAs, as well as for another
glial cell tumor called an ependymoma. In addition, scientists also
detected these distinct patterns of
expression in normal glia and
stem cells from these brain locations, suggesting that genetic fingerprints can be used to identify
the potential origins of brain tumors.
"There's been a movement in
recent years to link normal brain
development to pediatric neurooncology, and these findings affirm that as a necessary approach," Gutmann said. "We
won't fully understand the causes
of pediatric brain tumors until
we consider them in the context
of factors that shape the development and specialization of different brain regions."

New diyS (From left) Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive vice chancellor for medical affairs and dean
of the School of Medicine; Alan L. Schwartz, Ph.D., M.D., the Harriet B. Spoehrer Professor and head
of the Department of Pediatrics; Kenneth Polonsky, M.D., the Busch Professor of Medicine and head
of the Department of Internal Medicine; and Alex S. Evers, M.D., the Henry E. Mallinckrodt Professor
and head of the Department of Anesthesiology, cut the ribbon at the Feb. 1 grand opening of the
Northwest Tower on Children's Place, which added eight floors and 195,000 square feet of office
space for the departments of Pediatrics, Surgery, Anesthesiology and Internal Medicine. The building was conceived, designed and constructed under Shapiro's leadership.

Experts to discuss alcohol's effects
throughout life at Guze symposium
BY JIM DRYDEN

Alcoholism experts from
around the United States will
present their research at the 7th
Annual Samuel B. Guze Symposium on Alcoholism at the
Eric P. Newman Education
Center from 8 a.m-5:30 p.m.
Feb. 15.
This year's event at the
School of Medicine focuses on
"Alcohol Use Across the Lifespan."
The program is intended for
physicians, psychologists, social
workers, teachers, policymakers,
other health professionals and
members of the community.
Participants may receive continuing medical education credits
for attendance.
This year's topics include alcohol's effects on neural development and alcohol use among
children and adolescents, in
young adulthood, mid-life and
among the geriatric population.
"Alcohol use is ubiquitous in
our culture, and that creates a
number of problems for people
in various stages of life," said
Kathleen K. Bucholz, Ph.D., research professor of psychiatry
and scientific co-director of the

Midwest Alcoholism Research
Center (MARC).
She is one of the organizers
of this year's symposium, along
with Kenneth J. Sher, Ph.D., Curators' Professor of Psychological Sciences at the University of
Missouri-Columbia and scientific co-director of MARC.
Created by a grant from the
National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism
(NIAAA), MARC is one of 18
Alcoholism Research Centers
nationwide funded by the National Institutes of Health.
It is a multisite Alcohol Research Center that includes investigators not only from Washington University and the University of Missouri-Columbia
but also from the Veterans Administration Palo Alto, Calif.,
and the Queensland Institute
for Medical Research in Brisbane, Australia.
Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton and Larry J. Shapiro,
M.D., executive vice chancellor
for medical affairs and dean of
the School of Medicine, will
make introductory remarks.
Among this year's speakers
are Fulton T. Crews, Ph.D., professor of pharmacology and di-

rector of the Center for Alcohol
Studies at the University of
North Carolina; Robert A.
Zucker, Ph.D., professor of psychiatry and psychology and
director of the Addiction Research Center at the University
of Michigan; and Allison A.
Moore M.D., M.P.H., associate
professor of medicine and psychiatry in the Division of Geriatrics at the University of California, Los Angeles.
The event is sponsored by
MARC and the Office of Continuing Medical Education at
the medical school, with funding from the NIAAA and an
unrestricted education grant
from Anheuser-Busch Cos. Inc.
The symposium is dedicated
to the late Samuel B. Guze,
M.D., a pioneer in the medical
model of psychiatric illness
and the field of alcoholism research.
Guze served 18 years as vice
chancellor for medical affairs
and president of the Washington University Medical Center.
He also was head of the Department of Psychiatry.
For information or to register, visit alcoholdependence.org
or call Deb Hughes at 286-2244.
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University Events
BioFuels or Bust • Natural Killers Within • "Thank You for Smoking?
"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place Feb. 8-21 at
Washington University. Visit the Web
for expanded calendars for the Danforth
Campus (calendar.wustl.edu) and the
School of Medicine (medschool
.wustl.edu/calendars.html).

Exhibits
Annual Graduate Student Art Exhibit.
Through Feb. 27. Baseline Workshop,
Showroom and Gallery, 1110 Washington
Ave. grad.wustl.edu/~gradexhibit/home.
"Eyes on the Prize: Documenting the Civil
Rights Movement." Through Feb. 28. Olin
Library Grand Staircase Lobby. 935-5495.
"Reality Bites." Feb. 9-April 29. Kemper Art
Museum. 935-4523.
School of Medicine Student, Faculty &
Staff Art Show '07. Through Feb. 26.
Farrell Learning & Teaching Center, First
Floor Atrium. wattsond@msnotes
.wustl.edu.
"Selections from the Black Film Promotional Materials Collection." Through
Feb. 28. Olin Library, Lvl. 1, Ginkgo
Reading Rm. 935-5495.

Film
Friday, Feb. 9
7 p.m. Korean Film Festival: The Varied
Colors of Korean Cinema. "Spring in My
Hometown (1998)." Lee Kwangmo, dir.
Brown Hall, Rm. 100. 935-4448.

Friday, Feb. 16
7 p.m. Korean Film Festival: The Varied
Colors of Korean Cinema. "Joint Security
Area (2000)." Pak Chanwook, dir. Brown
Hall, Rm. 100. 935-4448.

Lectures
Thursday, Feb. 8
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "Mining
Genomic 'Junk:' Technology for Introncentric Studies of RNA Processing." Jay
Hesselberth, postdoctoral fellow, dept.
of genome sciences, U. of Wash. McDonnell Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823.
362-2139.
3 p.m. Siteman Cancer Center Basic
Science Seminar Series. Gerard Evan,
Gerson and Barbara Bass Bakar Distinguished Professor of Cancer Research, U. of
Calif., San Francisco. Eric P. Newman
Education Center. 454-7029.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Recent Perspectives on Solution Based Nanowires."
Masaru Kuno, asst. prof, of chemistry 8,
biochemistry, Mass. Inst. of Technology.
McMillen Lab., Rm. 311. 935-6530.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "Aren't Eyes Part of the Body?
The Apparent Disjunct Between Health
and Visual Health — Evidence Using
Preference-based Measures of Quality of
Life." Steven Kymes, research asst. prof,
of ophthalmology & visual sciences.
Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725. 362-3315.
5 p.m. Skandalaris Center Science Frontiers Presentation. "BioFuels or Bust:
Meeting Biotech Challenges for a Sustainable Future." (Networking reception
follows.) Simon Hall, May Aud. 935-7668.

Friday, Feb. 9

Monday, Feb. 19

9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. "Fever:
The New and the Old." Gerald Medoff,
prof, emeritus of medicine, microbiology
and immunology. Clopton Aud., 4950
Children's Place. 454-6006.

2:30 p.m. Energy, Environmental &
Chemical Engineering Seminar.
"Renewable Energy Solutions." John
Turner, National Renewable Energy Lab.
Lopata Hall, Rm. 101.935-5548.

11 a.m. Computer Science & Engineering
Seminar. "Towards Natural Language
Query for Databases." H.J. Jagadish,
dept. of computer science & engineering,
U. of Mich. Cupples II Hall. Rm. 217.
935-6132.

4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Inflammation and Immunity
Intersect at XPB-1." Laurie Glimcher,
Irene Heinz Given Professor of Immunology, Harvard U. Farrell Learning &
Teaching Center, Connor Aud. 362-2763.

11 a.m. Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering Seminar. "Fire,
Fractals and Physics." Chris Sorensen,
distinguished prof, of physics, Kan. State
U. Lopata Hall, Rm. 101. 935-5548.

5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity & Arrhythmia Center Seminar Series. "Control of Normal Rate and Rhythm by a
Widely Distributed, Functionally Differentiated and Integrated System of Atrial
Pacemakers: The Pacemaker Complex."
John Boineau, prof, of surgery, medicine
and biomedical engineering. (5 p.m.
reception.) Whitaker Hall, Rm. 218.
935-7887.

Noon. Ceil Biology & Physiology Seminar.
"A Genomic Network for Preserving
Genome Stability in Yeast." Judith
Campbell, prof, of chemistry & biology,
Calif. Inst. of Technology. McDonnell
Medical Sciences Bldg., Rm. 426.
362-7437.

6:30 p.m. Sam Fox School Architecture
Lecture Series. "Collective Practice."
Bruce Lindsey, dean, College of Architecture and Graduate School of Architecture & Urban Design. Lab. Sciences
Bldg., Rm. 300. 935-9300.

2 p.m. Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering Seminar. Julia
W. P. Hsu, Sandia National Laboratories,
N.M. Co-sponsored by the Center for
Materials Innovation. Cupples II Hall, Rm.
217. 935-5548.

Tuesday, Feb. 20

3 p.m. Comparative Literature Lecture.
Matheson Lecture. "'Papers on Technique:' The Future of Theory in Comparative Literature." Emily Apter, prof, of
French, N.Y.U. Women's Bldg. Formal
Lounge. 935-5170.

I p.m. K12 Multidisciplinary Clinical
Research Career Development Program
Seminar. Seth Eisen, prof, of medicine.
Center for Clinical Research Training,
Conference Rm. 1. 454-8960.

3 p.m. Joint Center for East Asian Studies
Colloquium. "Peripheral Vision: New
Studies on East Asian Borderlands."
(Reception follows.) McMillan Hall Cafe.
For information or to register: 935-4448.

Wednesday, Feb. 21
II a.m. Assembly Series. ArtSci Council/
Neureuther Library Lecture. "Thank You
For Smoking: A Conversation with
Christopher Buckley." Christopher
Buckley, author. Graham Chapel.
935-5285.

6:30 p.m. Hematology & Oncology Case
Discussion. "Case Discussions in Breast
Cancer." The Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis, 100
Carondelet Plaza. To register: 362-6891.

Saturday, Feb. 10
8 a.m.-3:45 p.m. Hematology & Oncology
CME Course. "Highlights of the 2006 San
Antonio Breast Cancer Symposium." Cost:
$65. The Ritz-Carlton, St. Louis, 100
Carondelet Plaza. To register: 362-6891.
11 a.m. MLA Saturday Seminar Series.
"Changes in River Management Policies."
William Lowry, prof, of political science.
McDonnell Hall, Goldfarb Aud. 935-6700.

Monday, Feb. 12
2:30 p.m. Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering Seminar. "Your
Cancer Risk: Integrating Epidemiology,
Behavior Change and Risk Communication." Graham Colditz, Niess-Gain
Professor in Medicine. Lopata Hall, Rm.
101.935-5548.
4 p.m. Immunology Research Seminar
Series. "Dendritic Cells in the Periphery
and Their Migration to Lymph Nodes."
Gwendalyn Randolph, assoc. prof, of gene
& cell medicine, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine. Farrell Learning & Teaching Center,
Holden Aud. 362-2763.
5:30 p.m. Cardiac Bioelectricity & Arrhythmia Center Seminar. Craig January,
prof, of medicine & physiology, U. of
Wise. (5 p.m. reception.) Whitaker Hall,
Rm. 218. 935-7887.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
Noon. Program in Physical Therapy Research Seminar. "Whole-body and Myocardial Substrate Metabolism in HIVmetabolic Syndrome." W. Todd Cade,
instructor in physical therapy. 4444 Forest
Park Blvd., Lower Lvl., Rm. B108.
286-1404.

A leg Up Richard Ayres, a dancer and choreographer with
Paul D. Mosley Dance Inc. in New York, works with fellow
company member Lanileigh Ting during a recent master class
with the dance program in the Performing Arts Department in
Arts & Sciences. Ayres and Mosley — both alumni of the PAD
— recently served as the department's visiting Marcus Artists
and, with Ting, performed a concert titled "The Dead Father:
Dances by Paul D. Mosley."
I p.m. K12 Multidisciplinary Clinical
Research Career Development Program
Seminar. "The Effect of Adverse Housing
and Neighborhood Conditions on the
Development of Diabetes." Mario Schootman, asst. prof, of medicine. Center for
Clinical Research Training, Conference
Rm. 1.454-8960.
4:15 p.m. Earth & Planetary Sciences
Colloquium. "Understanding the Sedimentary Archive: Molecular Isotopic
Clues to (Paleo) Climate and Environmental Change." Josef Werne, asst. prof,
of chemistry, U. of Minn., Duluth. Earth &
Planetary Sciences Bldg., Rm. 203. 9355610.

Wednesday, Feb. 14
II a.m. Assembly Series. "Political Islam
and Clan in Present-day Somalia." Nuruddin Farah, author. Co-sponsored by
dept. of English, African and African
American Studies, Center for the Humanities and African Students Association. Graham Chapel. 935-5285.
Noon. Mallinckrodt Inst. of Radiology
Lecture. Annual Hyman R. Senturia
Lecture. "How to Perform and Interpret
MR Cine Sleep Studies for Obstructive
Sleep Apnea in Children." Lane Donnelly,
prof, of radiology and of pediatrics,

School of Law launches new research center
BY JESSICA MARTIN

The School of Law recently launched the Center for
Empirical Research in the Law (CERL). Under the
direction of Andrew D. Martin, Ph.D., professor of
law and of political science in Arts & Sciences, the
center aims to enhance empirical legal scholarship at
the law school, as well as throughout the University
and the legal academy.
"While doctrinal and theoretical work plays an
important role in legal and social scientific research,
so, too, does the collection and analysis of relevant
data of all varieties," Martin said.
"Indeed, the use of data allows us to understand
how things work, and ultimately to make prescriptions for how to make things work better, in the legal
system," Martin added.
The center provides research support and infrastructure to affiliated faculty and students, works to
foster interdisciplinary collaboration through the
University and is involved in providing accessible
databases that serve as the building blocks for the
work of others.
The center also will provide support and training

on empirical legal research to students and colleagues by offering courses and seminars in the law
school, as well as training institutes for law school
and social science faculty.
"Today, it is essential for lawyers and scholars to
be able to understand, present and rebut arguments
based on empirical legal research," Martin said.
CERL is involved in a number of groundbreaking
research projects. Among them are the Civil Rights
Litigation Clearinghouse, a data resource for scholars, teachers, students and the public to help them
better understand the legal system, and the Supreme
Court Forecasting Project, a friendly interdisciplinary
competition that compares the accuracy of the different ways in which legal experts and political scientists assess and predict Supreme Court decisionmaking.
In addition to weekly discussion groups on empirical legal research, CERL is offering its first major
training event, "Conducting Empirical Legal Scholarship: The Advanced Course" Feb. 9-11 in AnheuserBusch Hall.
For more information, visit cerl.wustl.edu or
e-mail Martin at admartin@wustl.edu.

Cincinnati Children's Hospital. Scarpellino
Aud., 510 S. Kingshighway Blvd.
362-2866.
4 p.m. Division of Biology & Biomedical
Sciences "Frontiers in Human Pathobiology" Lecture Series. "The Promise
of Nanotechnology in Medicine." Karen
Wooley, James S. McDonnell Distinguished Professor of Chemistry in Arts &
Sciences. Farrell Learning & Teaching
Center, Holden Aud. 362-4806.
4 p.m. Women S Gender Studies Lecture.
"Respectability and the 'Reputation' of
Neoliberalism." Carla Freeman, assoc.
prof, of anthropology and interim chair of
women's studies, Emory U. McMillan Hall
Cafe. 935-5102.
5:30 p.m. Kemper Art Museum Gallery
Talk. Meredith Malone, curatorial intern.
Kemper Art Museum, Rm. 104.
935-4523.

Thursday, Feb. 15
Noon. Genetics Seminar Series. "The
BRCA1-BRCA2 Pathway of DNA Repair in
Human Cancers." Simon Powell, prof, of
radiation oncology. McDonnell Medical
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 823. 362-2139.
4 p.m. Chemistry Seminar. "Electronnuclear Interactions in Optically Polarized
NMR of GaAs Semiconductors." Sophia
Hayes, asst. prof, of chemistry. McMillen
Lab., Rm. 311.935-6530.
4 p.m. Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences
Seminar. "GFL Neurotrophic Factors:
Biology, Pharmacology and Clinical
Development." Eugene Johnson, prof,
of molecular biology & pharmacology and
of neurology. Maternity Bldg., Rm. 725.
362-3315.

Music
Thursday, Feb. 8
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. Dave Black Trio.
Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge. 935-4841.

Thursday, Feb. 15
8 p.m. Jazz at Holmes. William Lenihan,
guitar. Ridgley Hall, Holmes Lounge.
935-4841.

On stage
Thursday, Feb. 8
8 p.m. Performing Arts Dept. Presentation. "Kokoshka: A Love Story" by
Henry I. Schvey. William Whitaker, dir.
(Also 8 p.m. Feb. 9 & 10; 2 p.m. Feb. 10
& 11.) Cost: $15, $9 for students, children, seniors, WUSTL faculty & staff.
Mallinckrodt Student Center, A.E.
Hotchner Studio Theatre. 935-6543.

Friday, Feb. 16
8 p.m. OVATIONS! Series. "1984." The
Actors' Gang. In conjunction with The
Big Read. (Also 8 p.m. Feb. 17.) Cost:
$30, $25 for seniors, WUSTL faculty &
staff; $18 for students and children.
Edison Theatre. 935-6543.

Sports
Friday, Feb. 9
6 p.m. Women's basketball vs. Emory U.
Athletic Complex. 935-4705.

Sunday, Feb. 11
Noon. Men's basketball vs. Case Western
Reserve U. Athletic Complex. 935-4705.
2 p.m. Women's basketball vs. Case
Western Reserve U. Athletic Complex.
935-4705.

Friday, Feb. 16
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds.
"Natural Killers Within." Anthony French,
asst. prof, of pediatrics. Clopton Aud.,
4950 Children's Place. 454-6006.
11 a.m. Energy, Environmental & Chemical Engineering Seminar. "Addressing
Asthma Care in the Community." Mario
Castro, asosc. prof, of medicine and of
pediatrics. Lopata Hall, Rm. 101.
935-5548.

Saturday, Feb. 17
11 a.m. MLA Saturday Seminar. "Agriculture and Conservation." Barbara Schaal,
Spencer T. Olin Professor of Biology.
McDonnell Hall, Goldfarb Aud. 935-6700.

Worship
Wednesday, Feb. 21
12:05 Ash Wednesday Catholic Mass. St.
Louis College of Pharmacy, Whelpley
Hall, modde@washucsc.org.
12:15 p.m. Ash Wednesday Ecumenical Ashes Service. Catholic Student
Center, 6352 Forsyth Blvd. modde®
washucsc.org.
5:15 p.m. Ash Wednesday Catholic Mass.
Catholic Student Center, 6352 Forsyth
Blvd. modde@washucsc.org.
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-i Telesis hits 1 million log-ins

Old Site, new partners (From left) Ahmet T. Karamustafa, Ph.D., associate professor of history, of religious studies and of Jewish, Islamic and Near Eastern studies, all in Arts & Sciences;
Risa Zweriing Wrighton, wife of Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton; and John M. Olin School of Business alumnus Seckin Siirucu ('01) in front of the Blue Mosque, among the most important sites in
Istanbul, Turkey. Completed in 1616, its six minarets are unique in Turkey. The three were part of
a group of University administrators, including Chancellor Wrighton, who recently visited three
Turkish universities to gauge interest in partnering with the McDonnell International Scholars
Academy. Middle East Technical University in Ankara and Bogazici University in Istanbul formally
signed on as the 20th and 21st McDonnell Academy partners. Karamustafa, who is from Turkey,
will serve as ambassador to the Turkish schools.

Novelist and political negotiator Farah on the
battle against intolerance and censorship
BY BARBARA REA

For Nuruddin Farah, the personal is the political. His novels,
short stories, essays and plays deal
with the themes of a lost country,
a lost cultural identity and the
burden of keeping a country alive
in minds and hearts.
After decades writing about the
political struggles, civil war and
the diaspora, Farah is using his
passion, wisdom and talent for
language to help negotiate a
peaceful arrangement among
fighting factions in his native Somalia.
As part of a U.S. speaking tour,
Farah will be on campus Feb. 1314 to speak on "Political Islam and
Clan in Present-day Somalia" for
the Assembly Series and to present
a reading/discussion of his works
for the Department of English in
Arts & Sciences. Both events are
free and open to the public.
The English department presentation will be held at 8 p.m. Feb.
13 in Hurst Lounge, Room 201
Duncker Hall; the Assembly Series

And more
Friday, Feb. 9
4 p.m. Artists' Round-table Discussion. In
conjunction with the opening of "Reality
Bites." Rudolf Herz, Christian Jankowski,
Via Lewandowsky and Beate Giitschow,
artists; Sabine Eckmann, Diedrich Diederichsen and Lutz Koepnick, critics.
Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.

Sunday, Feb. 11
2 p.m. Book Discussion. "Fahrenheit 451."
Part of The Big Read. (Also 2 p.m. Feb.
18.) Kemper Art Museum. 935-4407.

Tuesday, Feb. 13
5:30-8:30 p.m. Health Fair. Hosted by the
Program in Physical Therapy. Wohl
Student Center, Friedman Lounge.
495-0504.
8 p.m. Reading. An Evening with Nuruddin Farah. Part of The Big Read. (Also
2 p.m. Feb. 18.) Kemper Art Museum.
935-4407.

Thursday, Feb. 15
5 p.m. Skandalaris Center IdeaBounce
Event. Simon Hall, May Aud. 935-7668.

Friday, Feb. 16
6:30 p.m. The Big Read Event. Theatrical
readings from "Fahrenheit 451" and
docent-led tours of "Reality Bites."
Kemper Art Museum. 935-4523.

talk will be held at 11 a.m. Feb. 14
in Graham Chapel.
His appearance is part of The
Big Read communitywide literacy
project, which invites individuals
to read Ray Bradbury's classic
"Fahrenheit 451" and discuss its
themes of book censorship. The
Big Read is a national program
designed to encourage literary
reading by helping communities
come together to read and discuss
a single book. (For more information, visit bigread.wustl.edu.)
Farah is familiar with the
harm done by book censorship.
His debut novel, "From a
Crooked Rib," was published in
1970, but it was his second novel,
"A Naked Needle" (1976) that angered the Somalian government,
which ordered his works banned
and sentenced him to death.
Farah began a self-imposed

exile that would last for 22 years.
He continued to write and teach
throughout Europe, America,
India and Africa.
With more than a dozen
works of fiction to his credit,
most of them created in English
(not his native language), he has
gained worldwide acclaim and
has been consistently shortlisted
for major global literary prizes.
In 1998, he won the Neustadt International Prize for Literature.
He is well known for his trilogies: "Blood in the Sun" and
"Variations on the Theme of an
African Dictatorship."
He is working on his third
trilogy and has published two of
those stories: "Links" in 2004 and
"Knots" in 2006.
For more information,
call 935-4620 or visit assembly
series.wusd.edu.

Court of Appeals session at law school
The 8th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals will hold a special session from 9-11 a.m. Feb. 14 in the
School of Law's Bryan Cave Moot
Courtroom in Anheuser-Busch
Hall.
The public is invited to hear
the three appeals cases related to
a deportation order, a drug conviction and tax evasion.
The court periodically holds
sessions in law schools as part of
an educational program.
Hearing oral arguments will
be judges William Jay Riley,

Michael J. Melloy and Bobby E.
Shepherd.
A Q&A period on procedural
issues and judicial clerkships follows the session.
Visitors are asked to enter and
exit only during breaks between
oral arguments.
Case briefs for the oral argument session will be on temporary reserve in the Law Library
under "8th Circuit Special Session."
For more information, call
935-6430 or visit law.wusd.edu.

Free symphony orchestra concert
A free concert by four of the
newest — and youngest —
musicians in the Saint Louis
Symphony Orchestra (SLSO) will
take place at 3 p.m. Feb. 11 in
Umrath Hall Lounge. The concert is part of KWUR Week, a
series of on-campus events sponsored by student radio station
KWUR (90.3 FM).
The musicians are violinists
Joo Kim and Jooyeon Kong, violist Jonathan Chu and cellist
James Czyzewski.
A goal of the concert is to
provide students with an opportunity to see performers close to
their own ages in an informal setting, said 'Marc C. Thayer, SLSO
vice president for education and
community partnerships.

The program will feature
Franz Joseph Haydn's String
Quartet in G Major, op. 77, no. 1,
and Johannes Brahms' String
Quartet in C minor, op. 51, no. 1.
During the event, performers
will offer commentary about the
music and answer questions.
The SLSO Community Partnership Program, a co-sponsor of
the event, presents more than 300
concerts, lectures and classes each
year throughout the area. The
Department of Music in Arts &
Sciences also is sponsoring the
concert.
For more information on the
concert, call 935-4841 or e-mail
staylor@wusd.edu. For more information on KWUR, call 9355952 or visit kwur.com.

On Jan. 18, Min-Sun Son logged
on to Telesis and made a bit of
campus history. Son, a dualdegree undergraduate in biomedical and mechanical engineering,
became the 1 millionth log-in on
the University's Web-based coursemanagement system since its
spring 2004 inception.
Administrative Information Systems developed Telesis for instructors and students to make available
online course content, including
course descriptions, meeting times,
syllabi, assignments and library resources.
It also offers communication
tools, such as threaded online discussion, announcements, e-mail
and real-time online chat.
The system provides an electronic grade book and attendance-management tool and is integrated with
course registration and student information systems to provide automatic updating of student course
rosters.
Instructors can customize con-

tent through Telesis. Ruth J. Okamoto, D.Sc, assistant professor of
mechanical and aerospace engineering, added topics and assignments linked to scheduled class
meetings and three guest faculty
included in the course community.
"She has taken full advantage
of the system's many features and
in doing so, demonstrates how
technology can support the interaction of faculty and students,"
said Dennis J. Martin, associate
vice chancellor and associate dean
in Arts 8c Sciences, who has led
the team developing the tool.
"Each semester, I've integrated
more of Telesis' features — including submitting assignments
electronically," Okamoto said.
Last semester, there were more
than 300,000 log-ins, representing
nearly all academic divisions.
About 30 percent of faculty have
explored Telesis, and more than
300 instructors use the system.
For more information, e-mail
telesis@wusti.edu.

Eisenberg to read Feb. 8
Fiction writer Deborah Eisenberg, the visiting Fannie
Hurst Professor of Creative Literature in The Writing Program
in Arts & Sciences, will read
from her work at 8 p.m. Feb. 8
as part of The Writing Program
Reading Series.
In addition, The Writing Program will host a Q8cA with
Eisenberg at 8 p.m. Feb. 15.
Both events are free and open
to the public and take place in
Hurst Lounge, Room 201
Duncker Hall.
Eisenberg is the author of
five short story collections: "All
Around Atlantis" (1997), "The
Stories (So Far) of Deborah
Eisenberg" (1996), "Under the
82nd Airborne" (1992), "Transactions in a Foreign Currency"

(1986) and "Twilight of the Super
Heroes: Stories" (2006).
Her play, "Pastorale," was produced by Second Stage in New
York in 1982. She is author of the
monograph "Air: Twenty Four
Hours, Jennifer Bartiett" (1995).
A contributing editor for Bomb
magazine, she has written for The
New Yorker and The Yale Review,
among others. Her work appeared in Best American Short
Stories in 1992 and 2004.
Eisenberg's numerous honors
include the American Academy
of Arts and Letters Award in Literature, a Whiting Writers'
Award, a John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship and a Lannan
Foundation Literary Fellowship.
For more information, call
935-7130.

New site for student businesses
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

StEP, the Student Entrepreneurial Program on the Danforth Campus, has a newly designed Web site organizers hope
will attract more students to take
advantage of the opportunity to
operate and own a business while
in school. Visit the site at step
.wustl.edu.
"We're really thrilled about
the new site," said Julie Thornton,
director of the Office of Student
Activities. "It spells out the purpose of the program and gives
students detailed information
on how they can get involved
through the development of their
own business idea or the purchase of an existing business."
StEP was created in fall 1999,
and the first student-run businesses opened in spring 2000.
There are now 11 businesses

serving the University community, including a bicycle rental
shop, a video store and laundry
service. A spray-on-tan salon is
scheduled to open in late February.
StEP is open to all University
undergraduate students. The primary objective is to provide students a first-hand entrepreneurial
experience in a low-risk, educational environment.
The University subsidizes rent,
pays utilities and offers access to
voice and data services in each
storefront, among other benefits.
Students must complete a
business plan, which must be approved by an advisory board. For
a storefront, owners must sign a
lease agreement with the University for the school year.
For more information, e-mail
Thornton at julie.thornton
@wustl.edu.
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Olin Cup
Quality offinalists
increases investment
- from Page 1
try mix and the scope of opportunities."
Ken Harrington, managing director of the Skandalaris Center
for Entrepreneurial Studies,
which organizes the competition,
said, "The quality of the competitor concepts and plans continues
upward. These seven finalists
made it difficult for our judges
and investment committee to
select the awardees. We were so
pleased with the
quality that we in
creased our investment commit
ment from
$70,000 to
$90,000 and selected three
awardees."
Innovate St. Louis, chaired by
William A. Peck, M.D., the Alan
A. & Edith L. Wolff Distinguished
Professor of Medicine, director of
the Center for Health Policy and
former executive vice chancellor
and dean of the School of Medicine, will work with the organization's mentoring service to recruit
mentor teams for Neurolife and
Smart DNA Solutions.
Peck said supporting these
local ventures is critical to their
success.
"We wanted to offer our support to these high-quality Olin
Cup winners," Peck said. "Last
year, the St. Louis community
supported [2005 Olin Cup winner] Somark Innovations, and it
proved to us that community
mentoring spurred them on to

great accomplishments, further
funding and now, global recognition. That is why we are formalizing and organizing the mentoring
service at Innovate, to support the
St. Louis community with a mentoring organization for different
types of ventures at varying stages
of maturity."
The other organization offering mentoring support is the Entrepreneurs Organization (EO).
"EO is interested in mentoring
companies that are generating revenue and starting to grow," said
Chris Schoenecker, an EO board
member. "Our Accelerator program enables first-stage entrepreneurial teams to take their business
to the next level and empowers
leaders with tools to grow their
business and become
better entrepreneurs.
We are focused on
helping companies that
are accelerating their
revenue growth."
Founded in 1985,
the Olin Cup competition seeks to harness
the entrepreneurial potential of
the University and the St. Louis
region through collaboration,
learning and funding.
In 2001, with support from the
Skandalaris family, the competition began awarding as much as
$70,000 in seed money. Since
2005, a $5,000 prize also has been
awarded to the best studentowned or -supported venture.
The competition is open to
students in all schools at the University, alumni and the local business community.
To qualify for funding, a team
must include one current student
or alumnus. To date, the competition has resulted in the formation
of more than 50 new businesses
by business school students and
alumni.

OLIN T CUP

Memory
Our past aids planning
skills, research shows
- from Page 1
professor of psychology in Arts 8c
Sciences and of radiology in the
School of Medicine, and alumnus
Jason M. Watson, Ph.D., assistant
professor of psychology at the
University of Utah.
McDermott, principal investigator for psychology's Memory &
Cognition Laboratory where the
research is based, said that the
findings are notable for two reasons.
First, the study demonstrates
that the neural network underlying future thought is not isolated
in the brain's frontal cortex, as
some have speculated. Although
the frontal lobes play a well-documented role in carrying out future-oriented executive operations — anticipation, planning
and monitoring — the spark for
these activities may well be the
very process of envisioning oneself in a specific future event, an
activity based within and reliant
upon the same neurally distributed network used to retrieve autobiographical memories.
Second, within this neural
network, patterns of activity suggest that the visual and spatial
context for our imagined future
often is pieced together using our
past experiences, including memories of specific body movements
and visual perspective changes —
data stored as we navigated
through similar settings in the
past.
These findings, McDermott
said, offer strong support for a
relatively recent theory of memory, which posits that remembering the past and envisioning the
future draw upon many of the
same neural mechanisms. Previous speculation has been based
largely on the anecdotal observation of very young children, cases
of severe depression and braindamaged persons with amnesia.

"There's a little-known and
not-that-well investigated finding
that if you have an amnesic person who can't remember the past,
they're also not at all good about
thinking about what they might
be doing tomorrow or envisioning any kind of personal future,"
McDermott said. "They comprehend time and can consider the
future in the abstract sense (e.g.,
that global warming is a concern
for the future), but they cannot
vividly envision themselves in a
specific future scenario.
"The same is true with very
small children — they don't remember particularly what happened last month, and they can't
really tell you much of anything
about what they envision happening next week," she continued. "This is also the case with
suicidally depressed people. So,
there's this theory that it all goes
hand in hand, but nobody has
looked closely enough to explain
exactly how or why this occurs."
In this study, researchers relied on functional magnetic resonance imaging to capture patterns of brain activation as college students were given 10 seconds to develop a vivid mental
image of themselves or a famous
celebrity participating in a range
of common life experiences.
Presented with a series of
memory cues, such as getting
lost, spending time with a friend
or attending a birthday party,
participants were asked to recall a
related event from their own
past, envision themselves experiencing such an event in their future life or picture a well-known
person — specifically former
President Bill Clinton — participating in such an event.
Called the Clinton-imagine
task, this was introduced to help
researchers establish a baseline
level of brain activity for a cognitive event that was in many ways
similar to the other two tasks but
did not involve the mental projection of oneself through time.
Bill Clinton was chosen because
pre-testing showed he was easy
for participants to visualize in a

Artist Collier
Schorr's
"Lina, Opening Braid,
Bettringen"
is among
the approximately 70 artworks in "Reality Bites:
Making
Avant-garde
Art in Postwall Germany" on
view Feb. 9April 29 at
the Kemper
Art Museum.

Art exhibit
Post-wall Germany
influences artists
- from Page 1
der; Collier Schorr; Renata Stih
and Frieder Schnock; and Wolfgang Tillmans.
One effect of German unification has been a new emphasis on
experiential reality. In contrast to
the abstract, simulated aspects of
post-modernity, the historical realities of post-wall Germany continue to influence the daily experiences of its citizenry.
Artists have reflected this in a ,
number of ways: by employing
pop-culture imagery and integrating the viewer into the creation of
aesthetic experience, by creating
visual spaces that compete with
social environments and by mimicking the rhetoric of globalization
through the use of mapping and
networking tools.
Such strategies highlight the
dissolution of established artistic
forms while blurring the distinctions between art and everyday
life.
"Reality Bites," which Eckmann
began organizing in 2003, consists
of three thematic sections: "Redressing Germany," "Traumatic
Histories" and "Global Spaces."
"Re-dressing Germany" examines a variety of new and oftenconflicting national self-images in
the areas of politics, economics
and culture. Artworks by Majerus,
Kuschel, Odenbach and Genzken
challenge the official symbolism of
post-wall Berlin by embracing its
physical reality.
Odenbach's video installation
"Niemand ist mehr dort, wo er
hinwollte" (No One Is Where They
Intended to Go) (1989-1990) re-

variety of situations.
Comparing images of brain activity in response to the "self-remember" and "self-future" event
cues, researchers found a surprisingly complete overlap among regions of the brain used for remembering the past and those
used for envisioning the future —
every region involved in recollecting the past also was used in envisioning the future.
During the experiment, participants were not required to describe details or explain the origin
of mental images elicited by the
memory cues; but in post-testing
questionnaires, most indicated
that they tended to place futureoriented images in the context of
familiar places, such as home or
school, and familiar people, such
as family and friends, which
would require the reactivation of
those images from neural networks responsible for the storage
and retrieval of autobiographical
memories.
Conversely, the neural networks associated with personal
mental time travel showed significantly less activity when participants imagined scenarios involving Clinton. The reason, the researchers suggested, is that participants had no personal memories
of direct interaction with Clinton,
and thus, any images of him had
to be derived from neural networks responsible for semantic
memory — our context-free general knowledge of the world. In
fact, participants later reported
that their mental images of Clinton tended to be less vivid (e.g., "I
see Bill Clinton at a party in the
White House alongside several
faceless senators").
"Results of this study offer a
tentative answer to a longstanding
question regarding the evolutionary usefulness of memory," McDermott said. "It may just be that
the reason we can recollect our
past in vivid detail is that this set
of processes is important for
being able to envision ourselves in
future scenarios. This ability to
envision the future has clear and
compelling adaptive significance."

calls the moment of unification,
while Jankowski's video "Haus
des Ostens" (House of the East)
(2000) investigates nostalgia for
the German Democratic Republic, and Ataman's installation "It's
a Vicious Circle" (2002) explores
the fragile nature of multiculturalism.
"Traumatic Histories" examines the painful legacy of events
ranging from the Third Reich
and the Holocaust to the oppressive East German regime and the
terrorist Red Army Faction.
Yet in contrast to earlier
avant-garde movements, the
artists in "Reality Bites" rely on
neither expressionism nor the
appropriation of Nazi aesthetics
(as in the work of Anselm Kiefer
or Hans Jiirgen Syberberg).
Instead, they visualize narratives and create meaning through
the use of fragmentary, mediated
imagery.
Works include staged and manipulated photographs by Demand, Schorr and Herz; "Places
of Remembrance"(1993), an installation by Stih and Schnock;
and a mixed media piece by Korpys and Loftier that investigates a
1970s apartment used by the Red
Army Faction.

The final section, "Global
Spaces," focuses on the concept of
"transnationalism," an idea that
gained prominence as post-wall
Germany responded to increasing
globalization while attempting to
address — or avoid — the
fraught issue of national identity.
Artworks in this section emphasize ways in which the technologies of globalization have reconfigured alleged boundaries
between local and national, public and private, near and far.
Hornig's "Large Cube in Forest" (2004) examines the role of
architecture in the age of globalization, while Majerus and
Pflumm survey the impact of
mass culture.
Tillmans and rude_architecture propose the subway as a site
for global encounters.
The exhibition will open with
a reception from 7-10 p.m. Feb. 9.
In addition to the exhibit, a
round-table discussion featuring
artists Herz, Jankowski and
Lewandowsky will be held at
4 p.m. Feb. 9 at the museum.
Both the discussion and the
exhibition are free and open to
the public. For more information,
call 935-4523 or visit
kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu.

Driving

statement from their physicians.
Drivers may have to retake the
standard on-road driving test administered by the Missouri State
Highway Patrol.
"Officials with the Department
of Revenue, the State Highway Patrol and the Missouri Department
of Transportation have been an
absolute joy to work with," Meuser
said. "They are very concerned
about older driver safety and have
welcomed us as researchers with
open arms."
Pat Niewoehner, workshop coauthor and a driver rehabilitation
specialist with the St. Louis VA
Medical Center, shows how occupational therapists/driver rehabilitation specialists can help in evaluating medical fitness to drive.
Another co-author, Maria BergWeger, Ph.D., professor of social
work at Saint Louis University,
shows physicians how they can cooperate with family members to
eliminate patient access to driving
and seek alternate forms of transportation that allow patients to
continue to lead fulfilling lives.
The workshop was created with
funding provided by the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the National
Institute of Aging through the
ADRC and John C. Morris, M.D.,
the Harvey A. and Dorismae
Hacker Friedman Professor of
Neurology and ADRC director.
Additional educational efforts
and research studies are or will
soon be under way with support
from NHTSA, the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, the AMA
and the American Society on
Aging.

Preparation could
avoid car accidents
-from Page 1
senting severe dementia. Meuser
said a CDR rating of 1, representing mild to moderate deficits in
memory and other cognitive and
functional areas, is a reasonable
stage at which retirement from
driving may be initiated.
At the workshop, Meuser introduces Alzheimer's disease and
its various stages. In another section, workshop developer David
B. Carr, M.D., associate professor
of medicine and of neurology, explains an American Medical Association (AMA) recommendation
that physicians group patients on
the basis of their clinical observations into three risk categories:
safe, unsafe and unsure. This offers physicians unfamiliar with the
specialized process of CDR testing
a framework to help identify patients who may need to be prohibited from driving.
A 1998 Missouri law allows
physicians, family members and
others to anonymously notify the
state's Department of Revenue,
which issues driver licenses, when
concerned about an older motorist's ability to drive safely. At the
workshop, participants are shown
sample reporting forms and procedures for filling them out.
When a report is filed, drivers
are notified by the state that they
have several options to prove they
can drive safely, starting with a
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Notables
Sam Fox teams take
honors in mall contest
honeycomb, built of steel wire
frame and translucent plastic, that
Three teams from the Sam
would cover the front facade of an
Fox School of Design &
existing parking structure on the
Visual Arts took top honors
Mall's eastern edge.
in the recent St. Louis Gateway
Individual honeycomb "cells"
Mall Follies Ideas Competition.
would house walkways, bridges
Typically found in parks or
and multimedia spaces and would
on the grounds of stately homes,
change color every minute.
follies are extravagant or fanciful
Jen Maigret, a Weese Fellow in
structures that often appear to
Architecture, split the $500 thirdbe something other than what
place prize with Glenn Wilcox
they are.
and Anca Trandafirecsu of Ann
Though especially popular
Arbor, Mich.
between the 16th and 18th cenMaigret's proposal, "Urban
turies, modern
Fabric," would
follies can be
employ emergfound in
ing CNC (comChicago's Milputer numerilennium Park
The poles from the win- cally conand the Pare de
techning design would pro- trolled)
la Villette
nologies to crein Paris.
vide one of six functions: ate a public
The St.
of twistlight, sound, communica- plaza
Louis Follies
ing, curving
sought to gention, wireless Internet, brick between
erate innovathe Old Courtmist and heat.
tive and unexhouse and the
pected ideas
Gateway Arch.
for the GateThe St. Louis
way Mall, a large open space loFollies Competition was conceived
cated downtown along Market
by Jasmin Aber, an architect and
Street, immediately west of Eero
visiting scholar at the University of
Saarinen's iconic Gateway Arch.
California, Berkeley, as an outProjects would serve as "visugrowth of the Market Street Charal anchors" for the area, highrette, an intensive, weekend-long
lighting the interplay between
design session sponsored last Octhe physical and the virtual,
tober by the St. Louis Chapter of
while also facilitating public
the American Institute of Archimovement between the Arch and
tects (ALA).
the downtown business district.
Aber organized the follies
The $1,500 first-place award
competition with Heather
went to Stephanie Beamer, CrysWoofter and Sung Ho Kim —
tal Ellis, Hillary Petrie and Tyler
both assistant professors of archiSurvant, all 2005 graduates of
tecture as well as principals of the
the Sam Fox School's College of
firm Axi:Ome lie.
Architecture.
All three served on the compeTheir project, titled "Intertition jury, which Aber chaired.
face," proposes a series of highOther jurors included Eric Mumtech poles that would be set in an
ford, Ph.D., associate professor of
irregular, zig-zagging grid pattern
architecture and director of the
across the length of the mall.
Urban Design Program; Adam
"Like pixels, each pole is an
Whiton of the Massachusetts Inindividual part of a composite
stitute of Technology's Media Lab;
whole," the designers explain.
Carl Ray Miller, associate profes"The poles would provide one of
sor at the Art Institute of Chicago;
six functions: light, sound, comand Kevin McGowan of Mcmunication, wireless Internet,
Gowan/Walsh Urban Developers.
mist and heat — a pole could be
Administrative support was
used by a single person to search
provided by the ALA
the Internet or to cool off on a
Other sponsors included
hot day, and also by a multimeBerkeley's Institute of Urban and
dia artist to create one programRegional Development; the
mable surface."
Downtown St. Louis Partnership;
A second-place award of
Friedman Group Ltd. Realtors;
$1,000 went to the team of Dimthe Landmarks Association of
itrios Gourdoukis — a student
St. Louis; McCormack Baron
in the Graduate School of ArchiSalazar; McGowan/Walsh; the
tecture & Urban Design — and
City of St. Louis' Planning 8c
Karina Tryfonidou, a lecturer in
Urban Design Agency; and Washarchitecture.
ington University.
Their design, titled "Parasite,"
For more information, visit
consists of a large hexagonal
www.stlfollies.com.
BY LIAM OTTEN

All the WOrld S a Stage Alejandra Ponce de Leon (left), a senior majoring in graphic design,
and Senayt Rahwa, a senior pursuing a double-major in finance and international business, act out
a scene in the Black Anthology production of "Refrain: A Cautionary Tale" Feb 2-3 at Edison
Theatre. The two-act play is "at its heart an investigation in storytelling. We examined the dual functions of stories — to delight and to teach — as well as what might happen if one of those exists
without the other," said director LeMar Moore, a senior majoring in psychology in Arts & Sciences.
Black Anthology started in 1989 as part of the "Quest for Success" programming series and was
envisioned as a way of educating others about the rich history of the African-American culture.

Smoking-cessation program offered to eligible faculty, staff
BY ANDY CLENDENNEN

So, it's been a little more than a month and you are
having problems sticking to that New Year's resolution to quit smoking.
Never fear, help is here. The University's Wellness
Connection is offering a free smoking-cessation program to benefits-eligible faculty and staff.
This month, the American Lung Association (ALA)
is presenting an informal information session to explain its Freedom From Smoking program. This program offers a step-by-step plan for quitting and does
not use force or scare tactics. It will help you to gain
control and makes quitting a less stressful experience.
The session, facilitated by a representative from
the ALA, is from noon-1 p.m. Feb. 19 in Brookings
Hall, Room 300.
Attending the information session does not obli-

gate you to join the program, but it is an opportunity
to learn how you can quit and stay smoke-free.
Registration for the five-week program will be
available at the information session. Registration
forms also are available online at wellnessconnection.wustl.edu. In addition, registration forms may
be requested by e-mailing WellnessConnection@
wusd.edu.
In addition to offering the Freedom From Smoking program free of charge, those who enroll in the
program will be able to purchase smoking-cessation
products at significant discounts.
Smoking-cessation classes also are being held at
the School of Medicine campus this month.
For more information on these sessions, visit
healthyliving.wustl.edu/.
Now, about that little resolution to stop eating
desserts....

Sports
Men's tennis defeats
Division I Dayton, 5-4
The men's tennis team opened the
2007 season with a 5-4 win against
Division I University of Dayton
Feb. 3 at the Creve Coeur Racquet
Club.
The Bears, ranked No. 8 in the
ITA Division III Fall Rankings,
jumped out to a 2-1 lead after
doubles play. Junior Charlie
Howard capped the victory for the
Bears with a 6-2, 6-7 (2-7), 7-5
come-from-behind win against
Matt Sherman at No. 5 singles.
Howard, who trailed 5-2 in the
third set, fought back three match
points to even the final set at 5-5.
He broke Sherman's serve to take
the 6-5 lead, then clinched the
match by holding serve in the
12th game.

Men's, women's track
and field shine at IWU
The men's and women's track and
field teams turned in an impressive performance at the Titan
Open Feb. 3 in Bloomington, 111.
The women cleared a pair of
NCAA Championships provisional qualifying standards on the day
en route to a second-place finish
of 13 teams. Senior Natalie Badowski posted another strong time
in the 800-meter run. For the second time this season, she broke
the school record and hit an
NCAA provisional standard with a
time of 2:15.42.
Junior Morgen Leonard-Fleckman also cleared an NCAA provi-

sional mark, recording a pole
vault of 3.41 meters (11-2 ).
Senior Cameron Williams improved his season-best mark in
the high jump to help pace the
men. Williams won the event with
a leap of 1.95m (6-4 ). Additionally, the 4x400-meter relay squad of
junior Marcus Woods, junior
Doug Beattie, sophomore Nate
Koslof and freshman Iby Umana
notched a season-best time of
3:23.41. The men placed eighth in
their 16-team field.

Men's basketball
drops two UAA games
The men's basketball team (16-3,
7-2 UAA) dropped two league
road games last weekend on the
East Coast. The Bears fell at No.
25 New York University, 73-57,
Feb. 2 in Manhattan. The loss
snapped WUSTL's 13-game winning streak. Sophomore Tyler
Nading netted a game-high 22
points with five 3-pointers, while
Troy Ruths finished with 12
points.
On Feb. 4, Washington U.
dropped an 81-75 triple overtime
game at Brandeis University in
Waltham, Mass.

Women's basketball
wins one of two
The women's basketball team (155, 7-2 UAA) earned a split last
weekend in UAA road play. The
Bears fell at No. 12 New York, 8358, Feb. 2. Sophomore Halsey
Ward scored a career-high 12

points while classmate Jaimie
McFarlin added nine points and
10 rebounds.
The Red and Green bounced
back Feb. 4 with a 51-45 win at
No. 19 Brandeis. Ward came up
big in the clutch for the Bears
connecting on two 3-pointers
and corralling a steal to help
WUSTL erase a five-point deficit
in the final four minutes of play.

On the Wei
For complete sports schedules and
results, go to bearsports.wustl.edu.

Construction Update
Construction Update is published periodically and provides information about the progress of major building and renovation projects. Information is provided to the Record by facilities management.

Social Sciences/School
of Law Building
Work on the foundation is moving along the north
wall from the west to the east. Footings for the east
wall are in progress.
Work is under way for the mechanical, electrical and plumbing installation beneath the central
and northern floor slabs.
Construction should be completed by June
2008.

University Center
The University has received 100 percent of the
construction documents for the architectural
design. The remainder of the design documents
will be completed this month. Phase 1 subcontractor bidding is to begin immediately upon

completion of all construction documents.
Construction is scheduled to begin in April and
will be completed by July 2008.

Central Underground
Parking Garage
Mass excavation is 100 percent complete. The
retention system is 100 percent complete.
The ramp retaining wall is 100 percent and
the perimeter foundation walls are 90 percent
complete.
The third elevated slab has been poured. The
project is on a recovery schedule to expedite the
construction of the garage, which will ensure
that the University Center construction will
begin in April.
Project completion is scheduled for Aug. 3.
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BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

Four years ago, Kathryn M.
Diemer, M.D., was riding
her Irish thoroughbred
horse, Patronus, when he
suddenly bolted. Diemer
fell and broke her back.
As a physician, she always had
felt empathy toward her patients
with osteoporosis, a disease that
breaks down tissue in bones. But
her fall only heightened her sense
of sympathy.
"I had the most common fracture that my patients have, and I
had never been in so much pain,"
says Diemer, assistant professor of
medicine and assistant dean for
career counseling. "Now I really
understand what they're going
through."
Compassion, contagious enthusiasm and training at Washington University with top bone
clinicians helped Diemer become
a leader in her field, her colleagues say.
"She is a defining member of
our musculoskeletal team and
among the best bone clinicians in

Kathryn M. Diemer discusses patient Christine Filcoff's treatment after a bone density test. "She is
a defining member of our musculoskeletal team and among the best bone clinicians in the country,"
Steven L. Teitelbaum, M.D., says of Diemer. "She's the person you want to take care of your mother or
your wife with osteoporosis."

A proactive approach to bone care
Diemer helps
prevent musculoskeletal injuries,
osteoporosis

the country," says Steven L. Teitelbaum, M.D., the Wilma and
Roswell Messing Professor of
Pathology and Immunology.
"She's the person you want to take
care of your mother or your wife
with osteoporosis."
During an internship and residency in medicine at Jewish Hospital of St. Louis, Diemer became
interested in osteoporosis and was
fortunate to learn from Louis Avioli, M.D, then head of the Division of Bone and Mineral Diseases.
"I was definitely in the right
place at the right time," Diemer
says. "I don't think people even
realized that some of the biggest
names of bone and mineral research are either still here or
trained here."
Diemer also earns kudos as assistant dean of career counseling,
in which she advises students
when they're choosing their specialties and applying for residencies. Leslie E. Kahl, M.D., professor of medicine and associate
dean for student affairs, says
Diemer balances her two very different jobs with aplomb.
"In Kathy's role as assistant
dean, she is a wonderful advocate

(From left) Anne E., Daniel, Kathryn and David Diemer on a January
scuba-diving vacation in Little Cayman.

for our medical students," Kahl
says. "She provides students with
detailed information specific to
their own specialty plans and just
as important, mentors them
through the application and interview process."
Liza Harrison, now a resident
in pediatrics at St. Louis Children's
Hospital, says Diemer knows the
process backward and forward and
is able to pass along her vast experience to all 120 medical students.
"She really goes to bat for us,
including making personal phone
calls across the country to do what
she can to help us match at our
first-choice programs," Harrison
says.
Diemer, who always was interested in animals, thought she
would become a veterinarian. She
and her four sisters spent Saturday
mornings at the Saint Louis Zoo
with her father, a local judge who
was on the zoo's board of directors. Eventually, Diemer worked at
the zoo, selling balloons and snowcones for a few years before becoming a part-time zookeeper in
the Children's Zoo during high
school.
But Diemer's identical twin,
Pat, wanted to become a doctor
and talked Diemer into applying to
the six-year medical school program at the University of Missouri-Kansas City.
Diemer and her sister both
were accepted and thrived in the
program, graduating from medical school when they were 23
years old.
"We didn't have the pressure of
pre-med because we were already
in," Diemer says. "There were expectations that we have certain
grade-point averages, but we were
all in it together. We all kind of
grew up together."
During an internship in obstetrics and gynecology at Truman
Medical Center in Kansas City,
Diemer discovered that she didn't
want to deliver babies for a living.
So she decided to do another internship and a residency in medicine at the same time Pat was completing a surgery residency at Jewish Hospital.
"It confused many medical students and patients," Diemer says.
"Medical students would just be
doing something with Pat on surgery, and then I'd get in the elevator with them. It also confused pa-

tients if we were consulting on the
same ones."
When Diemer joined the Division of Bone and Mineral Diseases
in 1990, physicians in the bone
health clinic mostly saw patients
with osteoporosis who'd already
had their first fractures.
"We didn't have that much to
offer for these patients besides estrogen and tips on preventing
falls," Diemer says. "Bone-density
testing was just getting started."
Bone-density testing now is
recommended for all women older
than 65. According to the National
Osteoporosis Foundation, 10 million people have the disease and
almost 34 million are estimated to
have low bone mass, placing them
at increased risk for osteoporosis.
Of the 10 million Americans who
have osteoporosis, eight million
are women.
Today, each of Diemer's patients gets a bone-density test, and
the treatment options have greatly
expanded, ranging from the popular drug Fosamax to a once-amonth pill called Boniva. On the
horizon is an osteoporosis drug
that will be taken just once a year.
She sees patients who have normal bone density but are having
fractures, and patients with low
bone density who have never had
fractures.
Many of Diemer's patients
don't want to take medication or
they want to try alternative therapies.
"I'll tell them that they have a
year to try those things," she says.
"But if their bone density decreases or if they have a fracture, I tell
them we have to use proven therapies.
She and her colleagues also
spend a great deal of time educating patients. They recommend
daily doses of calcium and vitamin
D and at least 20 minutes a day of
walking.
And what's the greatest myth
about osteoporosis?
"Many people think that once
they've had a fracture, we can't do
anything," Diemer says. "That's
just not true. There are many
things we can try."
Roberto Civitelli, M.D., the
Sydney M. and Stella H. Schoenberg Professor of Medicine, professor of orthopaedic surgery and
of cell biology and physiology, met
Diemer when she was a chief resi-

dent in medicine at Jewish Hospital. He said she embodies the
essence of a highly specialized academic physician.
"Aside from her experience
and skills as a physician, some of
[her] best qualities are her continued interest in metabolic bone
diseases and her pro-active approach to challenges while still
being involved in teaching opportunities and having a life and
family on the side," Civitelli says.
Diemer's husband, David, is a
radiologist at Missouri Baptist
Medical Center. Her daughter,
Anne E., is an eighth-grader at
John Burroughs School, and her
son, Daniel is a fifth-grader at the
Community School.
Diemer has many outside interests, including volunteering at
her children's schools, cooking
and scuba diving with her family.
And despite her fall, she still rides
her horse a few times a week on
trails in Babler State Park.
The best parts of her job, she
says, are handing out envelopes
on Match Day and feeling as if
she's been able to keep some of
her long-term patients independent and out of nursing homes.
"I've taken care of some of
these patients forever," she says.
And Diemer, who says she is
glad she became a physician instead of a veterinarian, greatly
enjoys the diversity of her work
schedule.
"I like switching from patients
to students to teaching," she says.
"My husband says I'm the only
person he knows who loves her
job."

Kathryn M. Diemer
Titles: Assistant professor of medicine, assistant dean for career counseling
Education: Bachelor's degree in biology and a medical degree in dualdegree program from the University of
Missouri-Kansas City, internship in
obstetrics and gynecology at Truman
Medical Center in Kansas City, internship and residency in internal medicine at Jewish Hospital
Hometown: St. Louis
Family: Husband, David; 14-year-old
daughter, Anne E.; 11-year-old son,
Daniel
Hobbies: Riding horses, scuba diving,
cooking

